Ineffectiveness of tamoxifen in advanced endometrial carcinoma after failure of progestin treatment.
Between May 1980 and November 1983, 46 eligible patients with advanced, objectively evaluable endometrial carcinoma were treated with tamoxifen, 10 mg twice daily. Twenty-two of the patients had previously received progestational agents. None of the progestin-refractory patients experienced tumor regression on tamoxifen treatment, while five of the 24 previously untreated with progestins did experience tamoxifen-induced tumor regression. Of the five patients previously treated with cytotoxic drugs, only one experienced objective tumor regression on tamoxifen. Although 28 of these 46 patients were completely ambulatory at the beginning of tamoxifen treatment, only 26% were alive 1 year later; median survival for the entire group was only 120 days. Tamoxifen in this dose cannot be recommended routinely as effective secondary treatment for patients with progestin-refractory advanced endometrial carcinoma.